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LESSON 3:  The Genesis Sunset

A bit of clean-up from Sunday morning’s ramblings.  We were discussing the logical demand for something or 
someone to set all of the cosmos in motion.  Logic, too, demands that that One has within itself the power of 
existence.  I tossed out a term I had heard a biblical thinker used and failed to give it clear definition.  The term 
was asceity.  It’s definition is that which has the power of existence within itself.  It is a characteristic found only 
within God.  That would seem to be far less of a stretch than what we’ve read from Hawking or Davies.

In this lesson, we will be examining why the account of a six-day creation has fallen out of favor in science, in 
culture, and most distressing, in the church.

READING

•Scripture:  Genesis 1 and 2,.  [Note:  I will be asking you to read these chapters a lot.  Please take the time, 
when they are part of the assignment (at the very least), to read again and meditate on the passage in light of 
the study for that week.]

•John MacArthur “The Battle for the Beginning,” (2001, John MacArthur) pp.  11-17.  

QUESTIONS

1.  Think about recent battles over school textbooks.  Generally two sides emerge in such debates.  As objectively as 
you can, identify and characterize both sides.  

a.  One side –

b.  The other side –

2.  Dig back into your knowledge of history.  Have scientists and the church always been at odds?

3.  Why do you think that God is not allowable as an answer to the “scientific” mind?  Should he be?  Why or why 
not?

4.  In your mind, what would most people say was the one event that began to drive God from science?  What would 
you say?

5.  Do you think in our life time we will see more or less of God in science?  Explain.

Pray that God would guide us in our study and conversations toward the truth and thereby toward Him!!
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“Genesis in Space and Time” by Francis Schaeffer (cont.)


